Advanced Placement English LITERATURE and Composition with Mr. Bah
2019/2020

abah@tamdistrict.org
My website: MrBah.com (Do not rely upon the website!)


A  Letter to Students Regarding This Class and My Expectations
Please read this, respond to, and initial the document in the appropriate places.

Welcome Students,

When taken correctly, this course can be one of the most rewarding, and also one of the most challenging of courses. You will get from this course an amount of experience, insight and reward commensurate to the amount of effort and thought you put into it. This is a college level, therefore an honors level, course. Earning the honor of being in this course means that you will honorably make your best effort to read and learn. You will need to contribute and behave in a manner that enhances the class community.
I see my number one job as making sure you read thoughtfully, and a lot. The reading will be the foundation of the writing we do as well. I will not want to hear about how a sport, a drama or music production, a family trip, a college trip, or any such thing kept you from doing your reading. 
My focus is on making you read and write well (as well as I can). I am not trying to get you into a particular college, or to achieve a particular GPA. In fact, I am biased to believe, and data supports, that communities like ours “suffer” greater grade inflation than the majority of communities in the United States. (Search “grade inflation in affluent communities.”)

	Student Acknowledgement of Mr. Bah’s Expectations, a Contract

This course will be challenging, yet rewarding. I will get from this course an amount of experience, insight and reward commensurate to the effort and thought I put into it. This is an “honors” level course for which I receive an extra grade point. I will behave honorably in that I will make my best effort to read and learn, and to deserve that extra point. I will contribute for the good of all, and I will behave honestly and with integrity.

Despite what I believe are my best efforts, it is possible that I might not earn an A. In this case, I will seek help and guidance from my teacher during tutorial. The focus of my interactions with my teacher will be upon learning (and learning to learn), not upon “grade points.”

Since reading is the all-important foundation of academic learning, I will manage my time to complete my reading thoughtfully, and I will not make excuses for not doing so.

Initial _______________

1. In your own words, why do you imagine that this class should not be an “easy A”?  (Use additional paper if necessary for this or any other responses.) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Add paper if necessary 




Reading for this Class:
This year we will read a variety of short and long works, mostly novels and poetry. We will read and view film of at least one play. The focus of all the reading, and even the viewing of films, is literary analysis.
The literature we read will at times be difficult and will demand rereading and concentration. You will be asked to read the texts carefully, and often more quickly than you might have been asked to read in the past. (No whining, please.) You will need to manage your schedule to complete the reading with time for reflection and note making. But the works should prove interesting and rewarding.
	Some of the literature I read this year will be difficult and will demand my rereading and concentration. I will read the texts carefully, and often more quickly than I might have read in the past. But I WILL READ the texts. I won’t take shortcuts, rely on online sources, or a hasty summary given to me by a classmate. Mr. Bah will tell me several times that I MUST do the reading, and I WILL.

I will read, reflect, annotate, and discuss to prepare for class discussions and writing assignments. I understand that most of the writing I do for his class will be the literary analysis of the reading I do.


Initials _______________

In your own words, what ways have you, or students you know, “cheated” the reading by using Sparknotes (or similar sources), asking classmates, etc.? What “non-literary” skill or skills does taking these types of shortcuts develop, and/or of what literary skills does taking these types of shortcuts prevent the development? How will you manage your reading time this year? What does it mean to read thoughtfully?

2. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Add paper if necessary 



Writing in this Class:
Most writing for this course will be literary analysis with an emphasis on determining theme and “aesthetic” purpose.
We will do most of our writing in class. Why? Because I want to know what you think and know, not what can be found on the internet. Also, the AP exam is still a hand-written, timed, in-class, on-demand test.
	Writing:

I look forward to having my reading and understanding of the texts we read challenged in this class by being asked to write literary analysis. I will strive to learn how to do literary analysis. I understand that part of literary analysis is the supporting of my ideas with text and reasoning. It will not be good enough to summarize, or rest on the idea that all opinions are of equal value.

I understand that I may not skip a writing assignment, and that take-home writing assignments will be turned in electronically so not being here will not be an excuse for missing a deadline.

Mr. Bah will give me directions about the format and material I will use in my writing. I will hear and follow these directions.


Initials _______________

What might be the advantages to you, the student, to doing most of your writing in class?
3. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Add paper if necessary 




Policies and Rules:
My class policies and rules are consistent with the Tamalpais Union High School District’s policies which are in line with the state education code. The district’s policies regarding student behavior can be found in the Student-Parent Handbook.
Please behave like a student who is a college level class. This is an “honors” elective. Earn your right to be here every day. Be honorable.
Let me address three big issues right away, Cell Phones, Academic Honesty and Attendance:

Cell Phones and Electronics:

I am aware that electronic devices are sometimes useful tools. I will sometimes ask you to look something up on your device, and you might be approved to look something up after asking me, if the timing is appropriate. Ask first. Otherwise, I don’t want to see phones, ipods, mp3 players, ear buds, gocams, the newest thing, etc.
The default requirement in my class is that you will place your device in a numbered pocket in a holder provided in the classroom. Do not attempt to circumvent this system. If you do not place a phone in the caddy, you will forgo bathroom passes, and other reasons to be out of the classroom. If you are unwilling to place your device/s in the caddy/pockets provided in this class, then I want a written agreement from you and your parent that you will leave your device in your locker, or car, or elsewhere during this class—otherwise, caddy it.
My experience is that electronic devices can be, and often are, especially for some students, too much of a distraction. Most of us need to disconnect, unplug, slow down, contemplate the human experience from time to time, especially when you are given an opportunity to consider art or literature. I see my class as time to do just that.

So here is what I say to students: 
· “Unplug.” Be here, now. Give this literature the respect it deserves, your classmates, and your teachers the respect they deserve. Use Mr. Bah as an excuse to not have to be tethered to that device for a bit. 
· Don’t make using your device a game. I’ve seen all the places a phone might be hidden, all the ways to sneak a peek, and I don’t want to have to make it difficult to go to the bathroom because some students turn a bathroom break into a texting break.
· Don’t be late to class because of something you are doing on your device.
· If you have a legitimate need for the device to be available to you (you have a child in the care of another, you have a seriously sick relative, you are expecting a call from your boss and it’s the only time she will call, you are waiting to find out if the Marine Corps will take you, etc.) let me know in advance and we will work out a way for you to get your call or message. (I have in the past even answered calls for students, or had students direct their calls to the main office. Staff will be glad to let you know if you are needed on the phone for an emergency.)

	Phones and electronic devices:

I get it. I don’t need to be a slave to my electronic device or all the people and entities that try to use it for their own needs and profit. My real friends understand that I need to focus in class and won’t try to contact me during class. I will make my lunch and afternoon plans before school, or I can check my texts after class. My friends shouldn’t be texting me during my classes anyway, even if they are lucky enough to have a teacher who lets them out early. I am not so lucky. (Mr. Bah tends to go until the end of class, even a minute after sometimes. The class is over when I am dismissed by Mr. Bah.)

Please notice that I am not asking for a response to this in your own words. I have entirely made up my mind that there are few good reasons for you to have access to a cell-phone in class, and those have already been addressed. AP Lit is not the place for distractions.

Initials _______________




Academic Honesty, A Concern and Caution:
District Academic Honesty policy applies to this class (as it does to all others). All work students present must be their own. Copying or paraphrasing another’s work without citation will be considered plagiarism and a violation of academic honesty. While writing papers for class, and during tests and quizzes, a student should avoid even creating a doubt about integrity.
If research, discussions, or “outside” sources, have shaped your thinking, you should simply give proper credit to the sources of the ideas. Cite appropriately and include a bibliography if necessary. 
Also, while I encourage and require group discussions, study groups, and research, keep in mind that the purpose of these activities is to help you develop your own analytical and interpretive skills, and to give you models for the tone and voice used in literary interpretation. Copying, dividing a large assignment into parts when not directed to do so, using work from another class, or doing anything that violates the spirit of the assignment, is a violation of academic honesty. After working in a study group, you should spend some time alone to imbue your academic work, especially your writing, notes or essays, with your own thoughts, insights and voice. 
You should see me if you need help with interpreting an assignment or if you need help with citing sources. (Any form of citation is better than none. I even prefer the most simple form of citations.) 
Most of the writing you do out of class, you will turn in electronically to Turnitin.com. or a similar program that looks for plagiarism.
A cheating event is any effort to circumvent an assignment, an assessment, or class activity. For instance, if you ace a test, but then give information about the test to a student in a different period, I consider that cheating. The penalty for cheating is getting a zero on the test you took, or the associated assignment (even if you aced it). Be careful when friends, even days later, press you for information or copies of tests or quiz material since they may not have taken the test yet. Keep your materials. Don’t let others copy or scrutinize material unless it is during a legitimate study session. My make-up tests, quizzes and essay topics are different from those done in class. When in doubt, ask me.
A testing or quizzing event begins when I give the first test or quiz to the first student who takes it, and continues until the last student takes it regardless of the class period, or whether that last student is taking it as a make-up. In other words, don’t discuss or share test or quiz material with a student who hasn’t taken the assessment yet.

	Academic Honesty:

My integrity is valuable. Colleges ask about it. Prospective employers wonder about it. I am the person I am, even when no one else is looking. I will not cheat, cut corners or ask another student to cheat for me. The first penalty for an event of cheating, even if I have finished my work and am only helping another student, is a zero on the associated assignment. Cheating will be reported to the school administration and will become part of my record.

I will do my best to understand the “spirit” or purpose of an assignment, or will ask for clarification to help me judge my own behavior. Whereas study sessions can be a really good thing, cheating, sharing or copying homework is not a study session.

Mr. Bah will do his best to make it difficult for me to rely upon cheating sources like Sparknotes, and the help of my friends. Another’s idea should be cited, even if I write it differently.


Initials _______________

Mr. Bah thinks Tam has a cheating problem. Is he right or wrong? Explain.

4. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Add paper if necessary 


Attendance, Tardiness and Alertness:

I have noted a strong correlation between punctual attendance, student grades and performance on the AP exam. I will enforce a stern class participation and attendance policy. It is difficult to make up missed class discussion time, even when your absence is excused. In a college English class, and in some AP classes (this one for instance), the instructor determines a student’s grade to a great extent by that student’s presence and participation. 
I am reasonable about family emergencies and tragedies, but I may make an effort to confirm that an emergency or tragedy occurred when you say one has. Don’t be offended by this.
I encourage you NOT to have a parent call you in sick when you are a well enough to attend class. 
Sometimes students miss a day to avoid a deadline, quiz, or test. Sometimes students miss a day to complete work for another class. And sometimes parents call their student in ill to excuse these absences. Please don’t do this. You will miss additional class work and be further behind, you will need to schedule make-up work, and you will miss advantages usually given to on-time test and quiz takers. It is usually better for you to be in class. Manage your time, ahead of time.
If you miss class, even for excused absences and illness, you should arrange your own discussion group and document that discussion. Having said that, it might even be fun to have the discussion group (I always recommend study groups for discussing literature), but for the class-work, it will be easier to be in class where I can verify your participation. If you are absent, assume you should form a study group, do missed work, read ahead, and take the initiative to do so. Otherwise, don’t miss class!
Be awake and alert in class. Get enough sleep. Manage your time. As they used to say when I was in the military, “Being sleepy is okay. Being asleep or looking sleepy is not okay.” In military instructional programs, if we felt we were going to nod off, we stood at the back of the class and did our work standing. It helped a bit.
And I am sorry I have to say this, be sober and drug or alcohol free in class.

Make-up Work:
Make up work is for essays and large tests only. Reading quizzes, reviews and much of the homework cannot be “made-up.”
The purpose of reading and review quizzes, and of homework, is to prepare students for class discussion, to give students an incentive to do their reading on time so they will be prepared for class. There is little point in retaking, or making-up these quizzes and homework much later, or after the class has already discussed the material in the quiz. With regard to late or missed homework, especially annotations, it will still be required, but only for partial credit.

Quizzes, reviews, daily assignments and homework—I will drop one grade per grading period. If you “use” your dropped grade on small credit homework, you will not have any available “credit” for when you need to drop a larger quiz or assignment. You cannot “bank” dropped grades from one grading period to the next.
Homework can be turned in electronically, as can essays. If you plan to be absent, electronically turn in assignments and essays on time or earlier. Late essays may be docked points.
Take-home essays will not be dropped. Turn in all essays, even if late and for partial credit.

	Make-up Work:


To reduce the temptation to put off taking quizzes, and to reduce the problems of managing make-up work, Mr. Bah will drop one (non-writing, non-test) grade per grading period. Mr. Bah will start by dropping the lowest value assignments first, so it behooves me to get all homework assignments done, and to be in class for in-class homework checks, in-class assignments, and quizzes.

If necessary, I can turn in homework and essays electronically.


Initials _______________





SPECIAL NOTE:
Make a copy of ALL assignments. Save copies of essays or work done electronically, and even photograph hand-written homework. If there is any question about whether or not you turned something in, having a copy MIGHT help resolve the problem.
Mr. Bah will not revisit long past grades. (Two weeks. The exception being some life shaking event: a serious illness requiring hospitalization, death in the family, etc.)
Nota Bene:
Breaking up with a romantic partner, computer problems, leaving something at the airport, being at a sport or music event, drama production rehearsals or late night performances, other class demands, etc. are not excuses for late or missing work, or for not being prepared for class.

Grading:
The College Board has made changes to the Essay Scoring Guidelines that I am currently studying. 

The semester grade is based upon the percentage of points earned, divided by the points made available. 
To cover for that “weird question” (“Mr. Bah I did the reading but didn’t see what you wanted me to…”) I offer an extra point or two on most quizzes, and on excellent essays.
· Reading quizzes are typically worth 6—10 points, depending on length. 
· I occasionally give a large, end of the unit test—these may be worth 2 or 3 times a regular, “homework” reading quiz.
· Essays are typically worth 2-3 times quiz or activity scores.
· In general, you can expect to perform at least one task per week, sometimes two, for points. These tasks include, quizzes, homework checks, homework, in-class writing, or other assignments or assessments.
· Positive participation is valuable. It does factor in grading, though in less formal ways.
I tend to be a generous grader/scorer. In the past, students who did not receive the “good grade” they thought they deserved were students who missed a lot of class, failed to turn in work, or who did not do the reading.
You need to read and write more than any teacher can grade. To encourage that you write a lot, and to make it possible for me to still provide responses to you, I may use, in addition to close reading of your  work, a variety of “quick scoring” strategies, quizzes, and peer review. Some student writing is simply practice and may only be “checked off,” or given “FC” for “full credit.” An analogy I use compares an AP English teacher to a track coach. Not every practice lap gets timed and critiqued by the coach. I will focus my close reading on those assignments that are most analogous to the big races, yet I will assign much practice that will be looked at for different things in a variety of ways. And sometimes you are reading or writing just to build endurance and muscle.

Late work:
The due dates of major work assigned in advance are firm. This late work policy applies even if you are absent for excused reasons (appointments for which you can plan—try not to plan to miss class). Again, catastrophic events will be dealt with in an appropriate and sensitive manner. (Computer problems are not catastrophic events. If necessary, you can handwrite an assignment, or better yet, leave plenty of time to solve computer problems, or accept the late penalty.)
	
Grading:

I must turn in all essays.

I understand that I should make copies of all assignments. If I have a camera on my phone, I can certainly take the time to record my own work.

I understand that computer or romantic problems, or any other reasons such as, and except those, mentioned in Mr. Bah’s policies, are not an excuse for missing or late work.

This is an honors level, college level course. I understand that I may not necessarily get an A in this class, that an honest effort is more important that the letter grade I receive. I understand that Mr. Bah has observed over the many years of his career (30) that students do well in this class if they attend consistently and turn in all their work. Doing the reading and preparing for class, and making an effort on my writing is essential to my achieving my highest potential in this class.


Initials _____________




The Three Ps
I ask students to:
Be Prompt (bathroom break done, eating done, in your seat, dressed appropriately, ready to work when the bell rings) 
Be Prepared (reading completed, notes out, ready to work, and assignments ready—printed and stapled at home—before the bell rings. Bring your book and other school tools.)
Be Polite (as a colleague used to say, “Don’t spit in the soup we all have to eat.”)

	Attendance, Punctuality and Alertness:

I will be in class. I will avoid making appointments that conflict with AP English class times. Being up late for another event, or to study for another class, is not a reason to miss my AP English class. As far as Mr. Bah is concerned, other classes, and activities are not more important than his class.

I know that if I am absent, I still need to make deadlines and make time to study and discuss the literature. If I am chronically absent or late, I will not complain about my grades or expect Mr. Bah to be responsible for catching me up. To that end, I will find reliable classmates I can study with or who can inform me about assignments, but the ultimate responsibility is mine.

I will be on time. I should not interrupt a class already in session. If I am late, I may need to wait out of class for the least disruptive and best time to enter class. Mr. Bah will explain to the class the procedure for coming to class late.

Mr. Bah will also make some comments on having student contacts to help me stay current in my work. If he does not do two things mentioned (here and in the previous paragraph) I will ask for him to address these in class.



Initials _______________

What do you, personally, based upon your past experiences and known weaknesses, need to do to be in class and on-time? If you don’t have a problem with attendance and punctuality, how did you learn to be so reliable?

5. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Add paper if necessary 




Materials:
You are in a college level, honors, AP course. Bring your stuff:
· Your book, or handouts, etc.
· Lined, loose leaf paper (in a—)
· Binder (for your paper, notes, handouts)
· Pens (I recommend erasable ink and do not want essays written in pencil)
· Pencils—if you wish (for annotations, notes, Scantron tests, other things)
· Highlighters, two colors
· Post-its
I know I am leaving something off this list, so let’s start with these. I may amend this list later.

If you show up to class unprepared or unequipped, I will respond in surprisingly formal ways. Your parent may be called, emailed, or requested for a conference, or you may be referred for counseling or to an administrator. You are in a college level, honors course. You should be able to prepare and equip yourself before class. Please don’t disrupt the class or rely upon others to equip you. 
Students who need assistance obtaining materials for school may visit their counselor, or any school administrator. I too can help if you email me or see me privately: abah@tamdistrict.org.

	I will be—
Prompt. This means, I will be in my seat and ready to work when the bell rings.
Prepared. I will have done my best to complete preparatory reading and work, or I will accept the consequences. Being in class is better than missing class. Being prepared for class and prompt, is the best.
Polite. If necessary, I will ask Mr. Bah what appropriate class behavior is. I will remember that it is an honor to be in an honors level course.


Initials _____________



Materials:

I won’t make excused for late or missing assignments. I will find solutions to computer, scheduling, romantic, scheduling conflict, and such problems. I will bring my reading and writing to class every day.

I understand that Mr. Bah has little patience for students showing up without appropriate class materials and supplies. I will bring my supplies

Neatness counts. That is why I need neat, loose-leaf paper in a binder and a pen with which to write.

I will not ask classmates to give me materials in class. It is not right to expect them to, or to disrupt the class.


Initials _____________

How might showing up without materials for class, or without being otherwise prepared, be evidence of “privilege” or “entitlement”? What would be the work place equivalent of this problem, and what would its consequence be? Please imagine and relate examples if you do not have real ones to draw upon.

6. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Add paper if necessary 




ONE FINAL NOTE:

In this course, you will also prepare for the AP English Literature and Composition examination by performing on-demand, timed, in-class writing; taking practice AP tests; and having the occasional discussion about the AP exam. Even if you are not planning to take the AP exam in Spring, this is an important element of the course. I will likely give you an equivalent exam, each semester. Often, these “AP exams,” serve as  high value finals for this course.



Now, make sure you have 4 reliable contacts in this period. (Look “reliable” first.)


	My student contacts for helping me stay on track and up to date, and possible study group partners are:

NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________

NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________

NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________

NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]





Ta Da (finally)!

I have read Mr. Bah’s entire letter to students. I have paid attention to Mr. Bah’s discussion of class expectations, and when necessary, I have asked for clarification. I believe I understand the spirit of this document. I will follow directions to the best of my ability, and will ask for help and clarification when necessary.
Date ____________________    Period _______
Print Your Full Name 

_____________________________________________________

Sign Below
_____________________________________________________
15

